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COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
A STRIKING 
INSTANCE OF PARENTAL AFFECTION IN THE 
CONDUCT OF TWO INDIANS. 
**'T wo Indian parents lost their infant, about three 
years old ; while weeping excessively, and shegding those 
tears so afflicting a bereavement naturally occasions, they 


«according to the Indian customs, set to screeching, cut- 
ting, and brnising themselves to manifest their grief; 
which was carned to that degree by the father, that 

nigh the loss of blood, and excessive grief, he died. 


As soon as the weeping mother saw her husband expire, 
she ceased to weep, and hecome comparatively tran- 


rar 
wer . 
» t 4 
cnecrini. 


qui and Supprised at this sndden and unex- 
pected change in the mother’s feelings. 1 inquired of her 
the cause, at the sametime observing that | should have 
thought the loss of vour hneband would have increased 


instead of Jessened your grief. To which she replied, 
the rea: 

all occasioned the death of my husband, was a fear that 
eur, Babe was not happy in the great world of spirits. It 
was very young and tender, and could not fich and hunt, 


nd 


pr side for its " 


ind 'f, and we were afraid that no one 
wonld provide 


for it; but as soon as its father died | 


< 


could see no need for me to continue my tears. for he} 


is « good hunter, and an excellent fisherman, and beside: 
ali he was a kind father and loved the babe tenderly, 
and will fish and catch game for it, and never see it suf- 
ict; and the only wish that remains ungratified is that I 


might depart and be with them.”—-See Carver's Travels. 


Write reading the above narrative, my mind was led 
to the followmg redections. 


i such a deep and tender concern for the future wel- 


fure of them imfant, who only believed in a comparative 
decree of misery which it might endure for a season, un- 
it arrived to a state of manhood ; (however inconsist- 
ent their views might be of a future state,) surely thought 
1, how great should be the solicitude of those parents, 
for the future welfare of their children, who profess a 
belief in the deleterious doctrine of endless misery? A 


os 


doctrine before whose chilling influences the blossoms of 


hope, and the freshness of humanity wither. We should 
expect they would give, neither sleep to their eyes, nor 
stumber to their eyelids, until they bad the most indubi- 
tuble evidence, even from heaven itself, that there de- 
parted children were happy. But this is not the case. 
They bury their children with a seemingly cold-cutting 
indifference about their eternal state ; shed a few formal 
tears over their graves; or, if they are tenderly affected, 
it is for comparatively but a moment; and they mingle 
again with the world, follow the pursuits of gain as in- 
ul 


defatigable as ever, and join in all tl 


ue amusements of 
live, without so much as manifesting one serious thought 
about their future state, or ever asking themselves the 
questions : Are my children happy? Do they enjoy su- 
perlative felicity, and indescribable glory? Or, are they 
writhing under inconceivable tortures in the gloomy dun- 
geon of despair, where not one ray of hope illumes their 


1 4 
ahi t 


sable cell, but infinite treasures of wrath are now pour- } 


ing out upon their devoted heads without mixture of 
mercy? Just heavens! are these beings sincere in their 
professions of faith, and are they christien parents too? 
How, then, shall we account for this coldness of heart, 
and at the same time, manifest incongruity in their con- 
duct and profession? Is it because they arrogantly im- 
agine their children are the special favourites of heaven, 
and already embraced in a sure and unconditional cov- 
enant of grace?) What authority have they to believe 
that their offspring will be saved and others lost; that 
God will be gracious to them, and ungracious to others? 


If these heathen parents | 


=." 


| Or, is it on the account of their self-righteous acts, that 
he loves their children better than the rest of mankind? 
This cannot be the case ; for we are told by these same 
parents, that a portion of the human race were from e- 
ternity elected to everlasting life, regardless of their 
moral acts. But there are others who believe it is all a 
peradventure whether their offspring are saved or lost; 
these are as cold and indifferent as those we have notic- 
ed. If they ever speak of the future state of their de- 
parted children, and of the possibility of their being lost 


forever, they speak of it as a matter of course, and with 
less concern than of any temporal calamity that had 
just happened in their own town or neighbourhood.— 
Would not that parent manifest a monstrous obduracy 
of heart, who should see his house in flames, and believe 
it was possible, nay even probable, his children were in 
it, and remaim totally unconcerned for them? 
mingled emotions of indignation and regret be it said, 


; , , i lesscl sar cs Car rf flirate so wi ‘ is inN- 
in of my weeping so bitterly, and what most of | h parents can bury a profligate son, with all this in 


| difference, believing that inevitable misery awaits all 
'those that have not a saving knowledge of Christ before 


was the state of their child. Do not pity and hu- 
ranity revolt at the thought? Now all partialists 
| cherish hopes, and many of them a firm faith that their 
familics will be saved, notwithstanding others will be 

















j lost, which to say the least is presumption. Have not 
{all mankind the same hope, and d6 not all cherish the 
same belief that they and their children will be saved ? 
; Where then is the wretch on earth, that believes he is 
We say wretch, because 
itis morally unpossible he could retain his senses one 


‘ 3 
predoomed to endlers mirery ? 


moment, but must be in a fit of imsenity and despair.— 
But all this misery is fer our neighbour; and, like Adam 
of old, who shifted the blame rpon Eve, and Eve upon 
the serpent, man is ever prone to cast all the fault upon 
others, and screen his own dear self from punishment, 
But we are commanded to “‘ judge not, lest we be judg- 
ed’; and to ‘take first the beam out of our own eye 
that we may see clearly to take the mote out of our 
brother's eye.” 

But for humanity’s sake, we are not willing to attri- 
bute this unconcern for the future welfare of their chil- 
dren, to a want of love and affection for them. We 
should rather conclude, that it is owing to one of three 
| following reasons. First, to a very partial belief in the 





| doctrine to which they subscribe, as a matter of course. 


Or, second, to a very limited comprehension of those 
endless torments, and of a dreadful anwasting eternity. 
Or, third, by hearing them perpetually described, they 
have lost their power in a good degree to move the pas- 


these reasons be sufficient, (and farther than this chari- 
ty will not allow us to go,) their bosoms must be as un- 
feeling as the tempest, as senseless as the rocks, and as 
hard as adamant—at which obduracy even those Indian 
parents might blush. 

If this be not the case, why shonld Missionaries be 
sent to convert the poor, ferocious heathen of the forest? 
|It is high time they were recalled to civilize and chris- 
| tianize the Kearts of our partial brethren at home. Has 
it not become a notorious fact, that the preaching of 
those torments produces no good effects upon the minds 
of both speaker and hearer? Does not the preacher 
manifest an entire unconcern for the welfare of his hear- 
ers at all times, except the times of public worship? Is 
he not engaged the greater part of his time, like other 








men, in worldly matters, following the pursuits of gain ; 
instead of * crying aloud, sparing not, and lifting up 


Yet with | 


death, without the least shadow of evidence that this | 


——— —_—— — — -— ~——__.._-. 


his voice like a trumpet,” like Jesus the son of Ananus, 
who for seven years, and five months, prior to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, incessantly cried woe, woe to 
Jerusalem ; without growing hoarse, or tired thereby ; 
and at last perished beneath its walls, while crying woe 
to myself also? And in the discharge of their sacred 
functions, while sometimes with tears in their eyes, and 
sometimes with an apparent smile upon their countenan- 
ces, they consign the greater part of their audience, nay, 
even their relations, friends, acquaintances, neighbours, 
and citizens, to burning flames, and excruciating tortures, 
do not they remain entirely unmoved thereby? Some 
are whispering, some nodding, some taking a comforta- 
ble nap, some revolving in their minds the business of 
the past week, or laying schemes for the future, some 
examining their neighbour’s garments, and here ard their 
one gazing at the preacher, with wide distended eyes, 
doubting at the same time the truth of what he advanc- 
es. Now if they believed what the preacher says, and 
felt themselyes concerned in the matter, it is morally 
impossible but that they should give heed to the truth 
advanced. Could he bring any evidence of what he says 
about those never ending torments, but what is seen in 
his grotesque face, and heard in his terrible voice, every 
ear would be ready to hear, and every heart to under- 
stand ; and while his audience listened with fear and 
trembling, they would grasp with avidity, at the faintest 
breath that whispered mercy. The reason why this at- 
tention is not elicited is obvious. It is an old aphorism, 
that ** habit isa second nature ; and experience attests 
the fact. Thus the celebrated SocraTEs, become so 
well accustomed to the baw] of his turbulent wife, that 
he was heard to observe, that he remained as unaffected 
thereby, as a city merchant does at the rattling of a cart. 
Does not the war-worn soldier become so habituated to 
the horrid din of arms, and the sight of death in all its 
hideous and frightful aspects, that none of these things 
move him? Does not the sexton, ‘down whose cheeks 
steals not a tear,’while crowds are weeping around him, 
attest the truth of these remarks? And if we cast our 
eyes to Europe, where capital punishment is inflicted on 
sometimes twenty at a time ; who are held up to pub- 
lic view to deter others from committing the like offen- 
ces; is it not demonstrated by experience that such fre- 
quent punishments Jose their power to alarm the behold- 
ers of them? For it is manifest that there crimes are 
more frequent than under our wholesome,mild and effica- 
cious laws, where they are rarely punished with death. 
| Now if we apply this reasoning to the case before us, 
| we shall find that frequent preaching of those endless tor- 
| ments,is the main cause of the want of attention to them. 





sions, and excite fear in the mind. Now, if none of They have become “like a tale twice told, hum’d in 


|the ears of a drowsy man.” 

In fine, love begets love, and if the loving kindness of 
the Lord manifested in the bountiful bestowment of 
temporal blessings, the gift of his dear Son, and the pre- 
parations of felicity and rest above; with his own amia- 
ble, and underived nature, will not induce the sinner to 
love him, all the terrors of hell willnot. Fear may pre- 
vent the commission of crime, but never can change the 
heart ; this is the work of that ** perfect love”? which 
** casteth out fear,’? which we are all commanded to 
possess. ‘* For he that feareth is not made perfect in 
love.’’ I close these reflections by observing, whether 
my wife and children be appointed to the mansions of 
indestructable rest, and the fruition of God; or, con- 
signed to the abode of endiess despair; tne fervent and 
devout wish of my heart is, that I may go with them. 

[i*te®, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


DOCTRINE. 


Wares a doctrine stands uncondemned by fair, in- 
genious argument and scriptural testimony,we may with 
propriety place some confidence in it, as truth; but 
more especially, when it is supported by reason, by a 
consideretion of the character of God, and the general 
tenor of the sacred oracles, it stands strong against 
worldly wisdom, false reasoning and detraction, and af- 
fords comfort to every cool, reflecting and philanthrop- 
ic mind. That doctrine which has the most conclusive 
evidence to support it, cool reason will never attempt 
to refute, because the more it is examined, the more it 
will develope its harmony and propriety ; and on this 
account, its opposers, fearing an impartial disquisition 
equally as much as their secular and pecuniary concerns 
depend on a procrastination of the spread of truth, en- 
deavour to stop its progress, not by an open comparison 
of facts, but by a mean and an unchristian-like connex- 
ion of public and private insinuation and detraction.— 
This has been too much the case. Preachers have la- 
bored to cherish prejudice in order to keep their people 
from‘candidly examining any hypothesis which did not 
accord with theirs. This is the reason why the spread 
of truth is delayed ; for should people who are in error, 
instead of proleptically refuting arguments, give them 
an impartial exa;, aation, conviction would most as- 
suredly follow, to the great benefit of the christian re- 
ligion. 

Many people object to the doctrine of Universalism 
because they say it has a bad tendency ; but if it be 
a scriptural doctrine, the tendency of it is good. Then 
would it not be better to disprove it by the scriptures ? 
Certainly it would ; for people that believe them will 
rely more upon their credit, than they will upon the 
credit of those who attempt to stop its progress by de- 
traction and deceit. 

One of the arguments which are most frequently used 
by the opposers of Universalism is, that it is the same 
doctrine the serpent preached to Eve. This is a deceiv- 
ing and an unfounded accusation. Universalism de- 
clares the serpent to be a liar. The serpent’s expres- 
sion was, “‘ ye shall not surely die.” Now is it preach- 
ing like the serpent to say, all shall be made alive ?— 
Does not the very expression presuppose a state of death? 
St. Paul says, ‘tas in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.”’ This is Universalism. Did Paul 
preach the doctrine of the serpent? He again says, 
** as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life.” Now because Universalists declare that all men 
will be forgiven,do they preach like the serpent, which 
said,they never would be in a state to need forgiveness ? 
How preposterously absurd this appears! St. Paul 
says again, “the gift of God is eternal life,” and this 
gift came upon all men unto justification through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Is this Universalisin, the same that 
the serpent preached ? 

Adam, when he transgressed, lost the nature of God, 
became sinful, carnally minded, lustful and rebellious. 
Do they join with the serpent who say, Christ will 

uicken those who are dead in trespasses and sins ?— 
The serpent said, ** ye shall not surely die.” Do men 
preach like the serpent who say that all are dead, but 
will live in Christ forever? But says the objector, God 
has threatened men with a second death. That we al- 
low. Do those deny it who say, there will be a time, 
when there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
erying, neither shall there be any more pain? What 
sort of death did mankind die in Adam? A temporal 
death? If so, they are made alive in Christ. A spir- 
itual death? If so, they are made alive in Christ. An 
eternal death? If so, when will they be made alive in 
Christ ? 

’ This short examivation proves, that this method is 
a very poor one by which to refute the doctrine of Uni- 
versalism. It would be better to find some solid proof 
against it, before it is declared to be untrue. If this 
cannot be found, blame not those who labour for the 
—— of a doctrine, which you are unable to 
refute. 

It is to be lamented that so many people put their 
trust in what their minister tells them. Would not a 
diligent search of the scriptures with an openness to 
conviction be better calculated to serve the develope- 
ment of truth? For this we have divine commendation. 
St. Paul says, the Bereans were more noble than others, 
because they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, aud searched the scriptures daily to see. whether 
those things were so. The Saviour says, search the 
scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
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life, and they are they which testify of me. And again; | 
prove all things ; hold fast that which ts good. Would 
to God that this spirit more generally prevailed, that 
to none it might be said, *‘ Ye do err not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God.” 

The Saviour says, ‘* Know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.”’ It will never burt any per- 
son; the tendency of it will always be good. Is it not 
much better then, to ascertain, by a candid perusal, 
than to keep froin a knowledge for fear of the tenden- 
cy? All scriptural doctrine has a good tendency. 

Candid reader, let us search for ourselves. Let us 
open our minds to conviction, and be determined to 
believe the word of God. Let us renounce all tlie creeds 
and inventions of men. Let us raise ourselves above 
all clouds of prejudice. Let us leave this heavy atmos- 
phere which envelopes us. Let us recur to our senses, 
which we have been made erroneously to suspect.---- 
Let us interrogate that reason which has been shame- 
fully calumniated and disgraced. All error is prejudi 
cialto man. It is by deceiving themselves that the 
human race have become miserable. Let us then, my 
brethren, exercise a free spirit of inquiry, that we may 
know more of God, and his creatures. 

| RICHARDS. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Dear Sir,—Your arguments in * Reply to Leander,” 
which appeared in the Magazine of the 2d inst. | think 
are rather inconclusive. To show that there is an ‘‘ in- 
fallible connexion”? between God’s willing the salvation 
of all, and their actual salvation, the following conside- 
rations are alleged. Ist. “It is evidently the duty of 
every christian, to pray for this will to be done, for the 
reason given for the propriety of praying for all men is, 
that it is God’s will that all men should be saved.’’— 
It does noi appear from the passage, that we are com- 
manded to pray for the salvation of all men. We may 
pray for men, without praying for their salvation. Thus 
David prayed that his enemies might be punished. And 
Jeremiah was commanded not to ‘‘ pray for the people 
for their good,” but still might pray that they might be 
justly punished. St. John also, speaks of certain char- 
acters, for which we are not to pray. St. Paul exhorts 
us to pray for al] men, but it does not follow that we 
must pray for their salvation ; neither can we pray for 
that event without opposing David, Jeremiah, and St. 
John. We may pray that men may be resigned even to 
an endless punishment. So it does not appear that we 
are commanded to pray that this will may be done.— 
Neither does St. Paul enjoin the duty of praying 
for all men, from the consideration that God desires 
the salvation of all. Timothy and all teachers of relig- 
ion were exhorted to pray for all men, that they might 
discharge their ministerial duty, and live quietly, peace- 
ably and honestly. But thisis not enforced by the con- 
sideration that God wills the salvation of all, as stated 
in the ‘reply,’ but from the consideration that this is ac- 
ceptable with God. The first argument therefore, fur- 
nishes no proof of Universal Salvation, 

2d. ** It is evident the apostle meant to be understood 
that the one mediator between God and men, gave him- 
self a ransom for all men, pursuant to God’s will in their 
salvation.”’ And from this you infer, that all men will 
be saved, or Christ will fail in his purpése, Now, sir, 
the strength of this argument rests on presumption that 
the will of God, spoken of in the passage, is his decre- 
tive will. And what is this, but begging the question, 
and arguing in acircle? That Christ died for all, | 
am ready toacknowledge. He died to magnify the Jaw, 
and make it honourable; also to exhibit the justice of 
God, and bis hatred to sin. In this sense, he died for 
all; be satisfied the demand of the law; and therefore, 
all may be saved, who comply with terms of the gospel. 
But that the eflicacy of the atonement will be applied 
to all, is quiie another thing. In order therefore, to 
prove Universal Salyation from the death of Christ, you 
must first prove that all will be effectually called. Be- 
cause Christ died and opened the way for the salvation 





of all, you think that al) must be saved, or Jesus will 





fail in his purpose! The same Jesus had made prepuai- 
ation to gather and defend the inhabitants of Jerusalew ; 
] say he had made preparation, for certainly he would 
not wish to gather them, before he was prepared ; but 
the failure was on their part, they would nol. In the 
example before us, means were used to protect the 
Jews, but they were not protected. And will you say 
that Christ was frustrated in his design? Will he forey- 
er remain disappointed? If Christ failed in his purpose 
in this case, who kiows but what he will in the other / 
But if thes be no failure, neither can the other be con- 
sidered a defeat. But you think there is a certain con- 
nexion between God’s willing the salvation of al], anc 
their actual salvation, because means have been used ! 
In the 18th chap. of Ezekiel refered to in my last, God 
had provided means for the life of the sinner. He en- 
treats them to repent, turn and live, and assures them 
that his ways are equal. From this it is evident that 
means were provided for their continuance in life. But 
still they died, contrary to his will, And now, Sir, 
what becomes of your znfallible connexion? If your 
infallibility becomes fallible in one instance, I dare pre- 
dict it will in the other. 1 think, if you will give your 
arguments ‘a candid review,’you will find they are not 
sufficient to support the cause which rests on them. The 
other passage to which you referare too lengthy and 
numerous to be noticed in this communication ; though 
I think, they may easily be answered. 

Salvation from deserved punishment, it seems, you ut- 
terly reject, and maintain that men are saved from sin 
only. But the apostle was of the opinion that men 
were saved from the curse ofthelaw. Farther; all whe 
are admitted to heaven are represented as forgirven.— 
But what forgiveness is there, if men are not saved from 
some puDishment which they deserve? If men are for- 
given, some punishment is remitted. All who are sav- 
ed, are saved by forgirness, and consequently some pun- 
ishment is remitted. But all cannot arrive at heaven, 
because some “ shall never be forgiven.” 

LEANDER. 
—D +o 
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DR. GRIFFIN’S MISSIONARY SERMON, 

Twas discourse furnishes another proof of the exist- 
ence and exercise of that spirit of proselytism, which 
would not only ‘* compass sea and land to make prose- 
lytes,”” but even dissipate whole estates in the alleged 
benevolent work of saving the heathen from the ‘ pains 
of damnation.” The public have already given for thie 
purpose, not merely ‘‘ a few hundred,”’ but many thou- 
sand dollars; but before they give many more, if they 
can preserve their minds undisturbed by the Dr's. hex- 
then ghost, so happily conjured up for the occasion, let 
them serionsly consider the following questions. Ist. 
What reasons have we for believing, that the salvation 
of so many millions of heathen is placed at such awful 
hazard, and that their souls are liable to eternal perdi- 
tion for the want of that which they cannot obtain ?— 
2d. If the heathen are thus exposed to everlasting ruin, 
from causes beyond their controul, what views does this 
give us of the wisdom, power and goodness of God ?— 
3d. If Dr. Griffin’s sermon is a fair sample of the doc- 
trine, to which he would convert the heathen, how 
much would their moral condition be improved by the 
change? In my opinion, if one hundred dollars would 
prove the means of converting all the Gentiles in Asia, 
to such views of God, as the above discourse exhibits 
it wonld be money thrown away. 

The men who would make us believe, “that the 
gift of God may be purchased with money,’? may pro- 
ceed in their pious employment; but it is thought that 
they greatly overact the part they undertake. ‘Their 
pathetic appeal to our charity in behalf of souls, their 
reiterated details of the condition of those, who, they 
allege, must perish through our close-fisted policy, the 
spectres of such as already are suffering the * pains of 
damnation,” which on these begging occasions are rais- 
ed up before us,remind one of the enthusiastic absurdities 


» 
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of Peter the Hermit, and the madness of the crusading 
expecitions, We feel great reason to be suspicious, 
either of the intelligence or honesty of such men. 
Solomon mentions ** three things, that are never sat- 
ifed, and four, which say not it is enough ;” had this 
wise man lived in missionary times, he might have in- 
ereased h The repeated calls for money to 
save the beathen, would have furnished a character, 
equalin greediness, to either of the four, that he has 


is catalogue. 


Tit ticed, 
, : ene 
ihe borse-leach, crying give, give. . 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
DR. STAUGHTON’S SERMON, 
yin. Lvitor,— Noticing in the gth No. of the Mag- 
azine, an extract from a Sermon, delivered in Boston, 
by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, the following excited my 
attention, (viz.) ‘It is the opinion of the best divines, 
that had it not been for the interposition of the media- 
tor between God and sinful man, he would have been 


. plunged into hell, immediately on the first transgression, 


as satan was, who was hurled from heaven to the bot- 
tomless pit, without condition of pardon, without a 
mediator.”” I would ask,is it the opinion of the best di- 
vines, that the first transgressors would have propagat- 
ed their species in hell or the bottomless pit? If not, 
what a mercy would it have been to the non-elect part 
of their then unborn posterity, had the mediator with- 
held bis interposition, while Almighty wrath broke forth 
upon only two, and they the souls that had sinned ;— 
or had the interposition of a mediator been insufficient 
to restrain Almighty wrath, would not all holy beings 
(untinctured by modern divinity) have sung of mercy 
and of judgment ; of mercy that millions of unborn sons, 
in consequence of the mediator’s insuffiency, have es- 
caped ap introduction into a state which would even- 
tuate in endless misery, for the sin of their father. It 
is no new thing under the sun for those who call them- 
selves best divines, or receive such honorable titles one 
of another, to degrade and vilify the Almighty maker 
of all worlds, and represent him such an one as them- 
selves, only less merciful; to deny the goodness or 
power of the Lord who bought them, and earnestly con- 
tend that the one mediator, will never reconcile all 
things to himself through the blood of his cross; onthe 
contrary he will give up the kingdom to his father while 
millions of millions of human beings are and will for- 
ever remain unreconciled to God; this and much more 
of their gospel is familliar to all who have attended their 
zealous labours; but never until reading the above ex- 
tract did 1 know that the goodness of the mediator, in 
the past or present tense, was openly denied, by those 
who are in the habit of saying Lord, Lord, and his ever 
blessed name stigmatized as a destroyer from the be- 
ginning; that through his interposition, millions of hu- 
man beings are brought from a state of non-existence, 
to people the torrid regions of the bottomless pit, along 
with the Rev. Dr’s morning star. The above remarks are 
predicated upon the supposition, that the first trans- 
gressors would not ‘* have been fruitful, multiplied and 
replenished” the bottomless pit, had they been sent 
there immediately upon their first transgression. 
Whether I am in an error, in thus judging of the place 
which the mediator’s interposition prevented the first 
transgressors from being sent to, those divines who usu- 
ally describe it with confidence and accuracy of actual 
surveyors, may determine. S. 5. 
Frankfort, Me. Angust 1820. 
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RELIGIOUS OPINIONS. 

Many people are heard to say, if Universalism be 
true, I am safe let me believe what I will. To such as 
these it might be well to give a criterion by which they 
may be satisfied of the truth or faleity of their opinions. 


and not exceeded by the ‘ two daughters of 


The bible speaks of ** joy and peace en believing.” Any | 
belief then, which gives to the mind that heavenly joy 

and peace which are so characteristic of the christian’s 

submission to the will of God, which is to have all men 

to be saved, may be considered as the true one. Rea- 

der, does the belief of endless damnation give you ‘joy | 
and peace’? RICHARDS. 
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UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 

Tuart the doctrine of Universal Benevolence leads to 
licentiousness, is the great objection made to it by its 
opponents. ‘If, I have often heard it said even by 
those who have considered themselves as having under- 
gone the new birth, “* If] was sure there was no eter- 
nal punishment for sin hereafter, instead of submitting 
to the gloom and privations of a life of religion, I would 
give full vent to my desires, and take hold on the pleas- 
ures of the world, while life permits me.’? These pre- 
tended christians, by such assertions, give to the world 
but a very despicable evidence of the beauty and ex- 
cellence of that religion which they profess. 

The true, genuine religion of Christ | have always 
been taught, renders its professors comparatively happy, 
even in time, and, though they are not permitted, for a 
wise purpose, to escape al] those accidents, privations 
and reverses of fortune, to which the whole family of 
mankind are subjected, during their pilgrimage on earth, 
yet, by that equable and contented state of mind which 
their religion confers upon them, they are enabled to 
bear them up against these trials, knowing that the God 
who permits them to be inflicted, is their friend. 

For a professor of such religion, the pleasure of the 
world have no attraction, nor were he to partake of 
them would they be any compensation for the real and 
present delights of the religion which he must renounce 
for them. 

The religion of Christ instead of loading the brow with 
gloom and care, instead of rending the heart with anxie- 
ty, stamps the countenance with cheerfulness, and cau- 
ses the heart to dilate with benevolence and love to- 
wards al] mankind, it calls for no privations but such as 
are essential to the present as well as the future happi- 
ness of its children; but, on the contrary, its God has 
enriched the face of nature for their use, and cheers cre- 
ation with an universal harmony. 

Its language is not that of an imperious tyrant, enforc- 
ing his hard decrees by the rack and torture, command- 
iny his trembling subjects to abstain from the real en- 
joyments of life, and submit now, to a hard and griev- 
ous burden, in anticipation of enjoying hereafter ‘* life 
eternal,”’ as their reward ; but its language is that of a 
kind and affectionate father, feelingly interested for the 
welfare and happiness of his beloved offspring. Its en- 
dearing entreaties are, ‘‘come to me all ye who are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest, for my 
yoke is easy and my burden light.” 

Such a religion when once it beams upon the heart of 
the humbled sinner, will have a sufficient attraction to 
cause him to conform his life to its precepts, without the 
necessity of holding up to his affrighted imagination the 
doctrine of eternal torments, and when once he has a- 
dopted it, nothing will induce him to relinquish it, for a 
life of sinful pleasure, for all the ways of religion are 
‘* ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” — 
But ‘* the way of the transgressor is hard.” 

If we look around us upon mankind, we find, that if 
the incorrigible violaters of God’s law, escape in the 
end, poverty, disease and misery, a life of infamy, and 
an ignominious death, yet, their conscience sleeps not, 
and even though dissipation may, in some measure, for 
a time drown its voice, yet in that moment of solitude, 
when the noise of revelry and pleasure is no more, when 
the friends and participators of the hour of mirth are far 





divine monitor will be aroused, and inflict its pangs up- 
on the breast of the offender. 

The state of the wicked is well expressed in the lan-. 
guage of scripture; ‘he shall suck the poison of asps, 
the viper’s tongue shall slay him. In the fullness of his 
sufficiency, he shall be in straits, every hand shall be 
upon him. He shall flee from the iron weapon, and the 
bow of steel shall pierce him through. All darkness shall 
be hid in his secret places. A fire not blown shall con- 
sume him. The heavens shall reveal his iniquity, and 
the earth shall rise up against him. The increase of his 
house shall depart. His goods shall flow away. in the 
day of his wrath. The light of the wicked shall be jut 
out, the light shall be dark in his tabernacle, the steps 
of his strength shall be straightened, and his own coun- 
cil shall cast him down, for he is cast into a net by his 
own feet—he walketh upon a snare-—terrore shall make 
him afraid on every side; and the robbers shall prevail 
against him. Brimstone shall be scattered upon his hab- 
itation—his remembrance shall perish from the street-- 
he shall be driven from light into darkness, they that 
come after shall be astonished at his day—he sball drink 
of the wrath of the Almighty.” 

After presenting these two sketches of a life of reli- 
gion, and of sin, all I shall reply in answer to the as- 
sertion, that the doctrine of Universal Benevolence leacs 
to licentiousness, is, that a life of virtue and religion has 
sufficient intrinsic allurements and pleasures, to repay 
its votaries, without looking beyond the grave, for ‘* Jn 
keeping the commandments,” we are told ‘ there is a 
great reward,” and the saint on the morning of the re- 
surrection, on finding there is no eternal punishment for 
sin, will have no cause to regret that he has deprived 
himself in time of the pleasures of the wicked, for, by so 
doing he will have escaped the stings of conscience and 
horror of mind which followed the sinner until the hour 
of his death.—[ Christian Messenger. 
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INSECTILE CALVINISM. 

A certain Calvinistic Baptist,has recently uttered the 
following expression, which we can abundantly prove 
if required, namely: ‘* J fully believe there are INFANTS 
in HELL not BIGGER than HUMBLE-BRES!” If so, the 
unhappy woman who unfortunately drowned her inno- 
cent children, with a view of preventing their eternal 
misery, may be awfully disappointed, and may yet be- 
hold those little innocents writhing in all the agonies of 
woe, and mingling their screeches with the non-elect, 
whose infernal screams give equal delight to saints in 
heaven and devils in hell! Superstition! How hast 
thou cast the veil of darkness over thy deluded votaries ! 
But soon shall the rays of that light, which lighteth ev- 
ery man that cometh into the world, divest thee of thy 
influence, and drive thee from thy murky den! 

QveEstion.—If innocent babes are to be eternally 
roasted in the furnace of hell to satiate the malice of 
devils, is it not our duty to murder all those, who have 
arrived to years of maturity, to prevent the farther in- 
crease of infants? Think of it, ye Insectile Calvinists ! 

** Lo, children are the herilage of the Lord, and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward !°—[ Gospel Herald. 
= =—— = 

MARRIED, 

In this town, at the Roman Catholic Church, by the 
Rev. Bishop Cheverus, Mr. Anthony Peverelly to Miss 
Rebecca Sprague. 
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DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Dorcas Greenleaf, aged 78.—Mr. 
Gilbert Deblois.—Mr. Joseph Fosdick, 54,—Mrs. Bet- 
sey Pickering.—Mrs. Martha Akerman.—Mr. Joseph 
Miller—Mrs. Charity Beal—Mr. Francis Kinsley; Mrs. 
Abigail Vaughan; Mr. Thomas Merrifield, jr. 20; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Bancroft, 43; Mr. Philip Peak; Mrs. Susan 
Galloop, 70; Mr. David Darlin, 56; Mr. William M’- 
Kean, 80; Adeline Loring, 15 months. 

In Andover, Mass. Hon. Jobn Phillips, for several 
years a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, from 





distant, in the “ hour of silence and of midnight,” this 


the district of Essex. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


RELIGION. 
IN our journey of life here below, 
We're encompass’d with sorrow and snares ; 
On thorns life’s roses oft grow, 
And our sunshine is clouded with cares. 


But Religion, that dearest of names, 
Can give peace to each sorrowing heart ; 
Where she her own influence sustains, 
She can heavenly comforts impart. 


See her smile in the cold face of death, 
When the flesh and the spirit are riven ; 
She bears the last lingering breath, 
On pinions of faith up to heaven. 


Dear Jesus, thy life-giving voice 
Shall wake the dark sleep of the tomb, 
And earth’s countless millions rejoice, 
When ransom’d to heaven, their home. 
EUSEBIA. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


A HYMN OF PRAISE. 
GREAT is the Lord our righteousness, 
Great are his wond’rous works of grace ; 
He sits enthron’d in heaven above, 
Infinite source of light and love ; 
Before Him saints and angels stand 
With palms of vict’ry in their hand, 
Or seated on their altar’d throne, 
Crowns of pure gold their heads adorn, 
Hosannas dwell on ev’ry tongue, 
They join the sempiternal song, 
Which makes the heavenly concaves ring 
With paeans to the Almighty King. 
Nor do alone his glories here 
In heavenly lineaments appear ; 
His work divine is seen afar, 
Beaming in each refulgent star ; 
Revolving worlds their courses roll, 
Subservient to his great controul, 
And fixed suns unshaken stand, 
Supported by his mighty hand ; 
With borrowed light they long have shone, 


- Sparks struck from his effulgent throne. 


The forked lightning’s hideous form, 
The thunder of the midnight storm, 
The rolling floods, the limpid rills, 
The cattle on a thousand hills, 
The lambs that skip acrost the lawn, 
The fields of yellow waving corn, 
The flowers that blossom in the dale, 
The sweetly singing nightingale, 
And various other objects raise 

One glorious anthem to his praise. 
But who shall draw the crimson’d veil, 
And view a bleeding Saviour’s zeal ? 
Behold him fagten’d to the wood, 
Behold the sanguin’d stream of blood, 
Hjecting like a mighty flood! 

Now, see him yield his dying breath, 
Which still is eloquent in death ! 
While beams of majesty divine, 
Around his hallow’d temples *twine, 
His glories more resplendant shine. 
Anon, again the Prince shall come, 
Not like the Babe of Bethichem, 
Once in a lonely manger born, 
Object of mockery and scorn, 
Fsteem’d an outcast, and a foe, 
Subject to sorrow, grief and woe, 
Aud all the bated ills below: 

But, clad in his divine array, 

The aations of the earth to sway. 


To Him the kingdoms al] were giv’n, 
Beneath the star-gem’d vault of heav’n ; 
For all the love of God shall know, 
From least to greatest here below. 

Sin, satan, death, shall be destroy’d, 
And heaven by all on earth enjoy’d: 
For he must reign ’ti]] these shall cease, 
The angry world be hush’d to peace— 
Then all that sleep in dost shall hear 
The heavenly voice salute the ear, 
Come ye blest saints to reign above, 
The object of a Father’s Jove ; 

Now enter on that blissful shore, 

Where pain and death can hurt no more, 
To feast on love’s exhaustless store, 
And your Almighty Friend adore. 
There, cloth’d in white before his throne, 
While golden harps your hands adorn, 
Ye ransom’d of the Lord appear, 

And garments of salvation wear: 

While each the pleasing sounds prolong, 


Which praise unbounded grace in one eternal song. 
H****, 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


awe 
“ Thou shalt love thy neigbour as thyself.” 
Leviticus xix. 18. 

Among all the commandments which the Lord our 
God hath given his children, none can be more neces- 
sary for their happiness, or more accordant with the 
kind and benevolent feelings implanted in their breasts 
than that they should love their neighbors as themselves. 
In our pilgrimage throngh life we find that the rose is 
intimately entwined with the thistle,the exuberant beau- 
ty of the valley is speedily succeeded by the rugged ster- 
ility of the mountain ; the fairy images of hope and fan- 
cy are clouded with doubts and fears,and the rapture of 
enjoyment is interrupted by the acuteness of pain.— 
Amid such vicissitude of bezut y and deformity, of joy 
and sorrow, the soul of man would be desolate indeed 
were it not for the consolations administered by neigh- 
bours and friends. But how pleasing is it to know that 
amid the storms of adversity, some sympathies are exci- 
ted in the bosoms ; some tears are starting from the eyes 
of others, whose arms will be expanded for our protec- 
tion when weary and faint, and whose advice ad- 
ministered for our profit in scenes of doubt and peril. 
How do we rejoice when they view our prosperity with 
pleasure, and feel our adversity with sincerity. It is 
then only that we awaken ourselves to extensive useful- 
ness, and exert our full power to enlarge the sphere of 
happiness, we know that we live not for ourselves alone, 
but for others also ; and in loving we rejoice in the idea 
that we also are beloved ; we cannot but look up to our 
heavenly Father with gratitude and reverence, and ex- 
perience the beauty and benefit of his precepts, we are 
led to meditate and practise them and to praise him for 
riches more precious than silver and gold or all the trea- 
sures of the coffer. 

But there is also another point of view in which this 
subject administers to our comfort. If in this world which 
is but the precursor of another, into which neither pain 
nor sorrow shall enter; to love each other is recommend- 
ed to us by a being whe cannot be mistaken ; if the wil- 
derness of life will ** blossom as the rose’? beneath the 
influence of this divine precept, let us contemplate its 
effects upon a future state of existence, and here we 
will derive an argument upon which to form the joyful 
hope of the final restoration of all mankind. 

If the saint is to extend affectionately his love and 
kindness to the defiled sinner here, if he is to love him 
as he loves himself even though he be an enemy, what 
tortures of mind must await him hereafter if the object 
of his affection is, as we are taught from the pulpit, to 
endure tortures and misery unceasing. Tas, let it be 
seriously asked, the author of our existence, destined 
this painful hour for his accepted and well beloved chil- 





dren? He could not have been short sighted—He can- 


not be false—can He then be cruel? Has he not prom- 
ised to enwreath this band oflove with flowers, and is he 
finally when we have discovered their fragrance, to de- 
stroy the wreath? Or are we not rather to indulge the 
anticipation that the hearts which he hath joined will 
never be ** put asunder.” 

How does the heart of man bleed at the story of part- 
ed and unfortunate love, and are not the same charities 
united in the character of ** our Father which art in hea- 
ven’? ‘Turn to our religion for an answer, and truly 
will it be given by the voice of the spirit which appear- 
ed unto Eliphaz, in that hour “ when deep sleep falleth 
upon the senses,’? asking, ‘shal! mortal man be more 
just than God? Shall a man be more pure than his 
maker.” 





PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, A WORK ENTITLED 
A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE 
RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE DOCTRINE 
OF 


UNIVERSAL SALVATION, 


WITH A VIEW 
OF THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETIES IN EUROPE AND 
AMERICA, 
— 
PROSPECTUS. 

Tis History will compri ea brief view ot 
such writers as have asserted the doctrine of Unive rsal 
Salvation, from Origen, in the third century, to the pre- 
sent time ; and the ideas and arguments of such authors 
will be exhibited in concise extracts from their works. 
It will embrace a view of some of the causes which con- 
tributed to promote the growth of the above e doctrine in 


the United States. A chapter will be devoted to a his- 
tory of the Convention of Universslist Societies, from its 
commencement to the present period. ‘Lhe present con- 
dition of the Societies will be exhibited, and com) ered 
with the situation, when known as distinet communities 
of christians. The lives and characters of severa! 
most distinguished preachers of lt miv rsalism will he 
briefly delineated. ‘Towards the couclusion, an account 
will be given of the state of Universalism in Europe. 
This work has been undertaken, by Cirection of the 
General Convention of the Universalist Societies. Th 
Committee to whom the comping of this history was 
confided, have spared no pains, in endeavouring to col- 
lect the proper materials. a vere are still, however some 


deficiencies, which they have ground to hope will be 
supplied by the time the ae can go to press; if they 
are not, they wil) proceed with the publication, (if the 
return of subscribers shall justify them in so doing,)} with 
such data as they already possess. 

HOSEA BALLOU, 

EDWARD TURNER, 

JACOB WOOD, 
Committee for compiling the abcore work. 
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CONDITIONS. 

1. The work shall be put to press as soon as 1000 co- 
ries s are subscribed for. 
- It will contain about 250 pages 
goo! paper, and a fair type- : 
The price to $ Subscribers will be one dollar, hand- 
comely bound. 
Subscriptions to be returned to either of the Commit- 
tee, or to Mr. Henry Bowen, printer of the Universalist 
Magazine, Boston, by the 1st day of January, 1821. 

Boston, Sept. 16, 1810. 


, 12mo. printed on 


hp Printers who will give the abore an insertion in 
their papers, the favour nill be reciprocated, 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
The Trial; Calvin an d ee pkins vs. th 1¢ Bible 
and Common Sorsk. —Price 25 cents. 
A SERMON, delivered trom the Universal- 


ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 
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